Carl joined SLS in its early stages and was always there, serving in almost every capacity to help foster multispecialty cross-pollination of ideas and learning that he so believed in. He was the fourth President of SLS and served for many years as a Board Member, Editor, and Program Director. He was especially devoted to making Video an integral part of MIS education.
Carl, the "Thorn in My Side," always pushed me, SLS and others for the best in everything we do. He questioned, probed, pushed, suggested, and persisted. When I look back over the first 20 years of SLS, I see that we have become very much related to Carl's ideas and persistence.
With such a mentor, we are pushed to become much more than we could have been, to strive to achieve beyond ourselves. Carl exemplified this in his character not only for SLS and me but also in other organizations and places, such as AAGL, in Milwaukee, at Baylor, in San Francisco, and ultimately at Stanford. He influenced many leaders in the field today. To name just a few: Camran Nezhat, Robert Zurawin, Moty Pansky, Arnaud Wattiez, and these are just a few of the many.
My wife Janis and I had the great fortune to travel to medical meetings and occasional side trips with Carl and his wife Naomi. At various cafés, we had many long and insightful conversations about improving medical education, surgery, art, music, gardens, politics, and especially family. Carl loved Naomi, his work and friends, and his two high-achieving sons Mark and Neil, and especially his grandchildren. Carl and Naomi, always equals in intellect and understanding, could debate any topic and within five minutes were both happy thinking that they had each won the argument. Visiting museums with Naomi, the consummate Art Historian and Jewelry Designer, has been an incredible experience; she usually knows more about everything there, its history, how it was made, and what it means, than the resident experts.
Carl was a gifted toastmaster; his view about things, his personality, his keen intellect, philosophy, and wit can best be exemplified in his own words. Several years ago after Carl was stricken with a serious illness, he sent the following letter, which says so much about him.
WISDOM OF CARL J A new year's resolve and confession
Learning that I had early Parkinson, a 'bummer,' 
